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Slavs in Bosnia and Croatia, continued to increase. Demon-
strations of defiance against the Hapsburgs became more
frequent. Austria, on her side, redoubled her repressive
measures and made wholesale arrests of agitators and sus-
pected traitors. In a notorious treason trial some of her
officials even resorted to the use of documents said to have
been forged in the Austrian Embassy at Belgrade, which
the Austrian historian, Friedjung, unfortunately for his
reputation, made the mistake of accepting as genuine.47
The situation in Bosnia and Serbia became so threaten-
ing for Austria, that in December, 1908, Conrad, the Chief
of Staff, was permitted to carry out "brown mobilization,"
a supposedly inconspicuous measure, by which Austrian
troops were pushed up toward the Serbian frontier without
disturbing the normal peace traffic on the railways.48 This
threatened a local conflict between Austria and Serbia, which
might easily develop into a general European war. Russia,
however, wished to avoid any armed conflict at this time,
since she was as yet wholly unprepared for a general Euro-
pean war, and would be unable to give Serbia armed sup-
port. Neither could she count on her ally, for France was
not at all inclined to be dragged into a war with Germany
over a Balkan dispute. So Russia was forced to continue
to beg the Serbians to submit for the present, and to trust
in the future. Guchkov, a leading member of the Russian
Duma, told the Serbian Minister in St. Petersburg:
When our armament shall have been completely carried
out, then we shall have our reckoning with Austria-Hun-
gary. Do not begin any war now, for this would be your
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